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SOME INCIDENTS OF THE YELLOW FEVEE 
EPIDEMIC OF 1793. 

Contributed by Miss Etta M. Knight, Middletown, N. Y. 

Plumstead, October 18'" 1793. 
Respected Son, 

We receiv'd thy Letters & John Kinsey's by Aaron 
Cohoon and were exceeding Glad to hear from you for 
I had been in much Concern about you as we had heard 
nothing a great while. As to the Letters to H. Drinker 
I was under a great Concern what to do, the Boys were 
both of them loth to go such a Journey as to Downings 
Town, traveling being somewhat difficult & dangerous 
especially for Strangers, neither could I let in any 
Belief that they were remov'd there, I inquir'd of Isaac 
Child he said they left the City about the same Time 
he did but he knew not certainly where they were gone 
but it was his opinion they were gone to At Sion, as 
being less out of the Way of their Business, And more 
out of the way of such as were moving out of Town & 
might carry the Disorder, I knew not what to do but I 
bethought myself that Hugh Ely was much at Oliver 
Paxson's & thereabouts and frequently back & forward 
from there to Philadelphia, and was the likeliest Person 
I could tliink of to learn where they were & find out a 
Means of Conveyance I advis'd Cohoon (as he said he 
was going that way) to deliver the Letters into the 
Care of Hugh Ely if he should see him or into the Care 
of Oliver Paxson or Jn° Watson for him .... soon 
afterward I had certain Accounts that their Removal 
was only into Germantown with a Design to stay there 
till they might remove back into Philadelphia. I im- 
mediately wrote a Letter myself directed to Henry 
Drinker or his Family, informing them that there was 
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Letters come from Stockport & Union Farm by a Mes- 
senger sent on Purpose, and that you were exceeding 
desirous to hear from them, not only respecting the 
distressful Situation of things in Town, but in Relation 
to the Conducting affairs up there, and if any of them 
would be so kind as to be pleas 'd to write up & send it 
to me. I expected a certain Means of Conveyance up 
to Stockport in a Short Time. I had a very quick 
means of sending the Letter by a young Man who works 
Smith Price's Place to the Shares who was going with 
a Load of Oats, and I desir'd if it could be any Way 
Convenient that he would deliver the Letter himself, he 
did not see Henry Drinker nor any of his Family, for 
it seems their Place of Abode was far from where his 
Business lay, and I believe he was loth and rather fear- 
ful to travel much about, or stay long but dispatch his 
Business as soon as possible & depart but he said he 
gave the Letter to a man who said he would deliver 
it carefully & soon. I make no doubt but they must 
have receiv'd it, if they are living and very likely the 
Letters Cohoon brought too ; but whether they are Sick 
or in too much Trouble to attend to such things or 
whatever else may be the Reason, I hear nothing from 
them as yet, and if we cannot hear from them nor stir 
up their attention to such things, we must all endeavore 
to be as patient as possible in waiting the Event of 
things in these exercising Times of Calamity & Distress 
and not be too unfortunate ; It must certainly be a Time 
of exceeding great Affliction & Trouble of Mind to such 
whose Properties, Concerns and Connections are in 
Town for according to the present Prospect of things 
if the Mortality should continue long as it has been this 
some Time past, it looks as if the City of Philadelphia 
must become almost a Desolation; the latest, most mod- 
erate and most credible Accounts say that the greater 
half of the Houses in the City are shut up & without 
Inhabitants occasion 'd by the Deaths and Removals, 
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and of the few that remain the Number of Deaths in 
common are above a hundred a Day, some Reports go 
much higher, I was in hopes that cool mornings would 
cause some Abatement but Cannot hear that it does 
some Reports say that it rather aggravates the Mor- 
tality. We do not hear who dies except some remark- 
ably noted Particulars, or some with whom some of our 
Neighbours or Friends are nearly connected .... 
it is said and so credibly that I believe it is true that 
John Pemberton, Daniel Offley, William Savery, 
Thomas Scatterood, Huston Langstrath & John Parish 
are of the Number of the dead Jacob Lindley & Joseph 
Moore were at the Yearly Meeting and are both since 
dead, I believe they both reach 'd home before they dy 'd, 
however Joseph Moore did & dy'd very soon after he 
got home. Francis Goode had two Daughters living in 
Town one married the other a young woman, they are 
both dead, Hugh Ely's Partner in Trade (Jacob Tom- 
kins jun') is dead, a Son of Edward Penington's that 
was a Doctor is dead, and several other of the Doctor's, 
among whom we may reckon D"^ Ingham, a loss that is 
felt with such general & sensible Concern to the neigh- 
bourhood and such sorrowful affliction to his Family 
that I shall endeavour to give some Account of it ac- 
cording to the best Information I have been able to 
obtain & hope John Watson may write something better 
as he was nigher & better acquainted with Particulars. 
After Doctor Ingham had been to Town the first Time 
and got the best information he could of the Nature of 
the Disorder and the Doctors way of treating it and 
came home & consider 'd on it, he thought the Doctors 
Mode of Treatment not the best, but that something 
better might be done, and was so far concern 'd to be of 
some Use therein that he thought he must go again ; but 
it seems he did not go so soon as I at first heard he did, 
but spent some Time in Study & consulting his Books 
and preparing himself against taking the Infection, his 
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Father & Friends advis'd him not to go again but to 
no Purpose, lie went. What he did there I have not 
heard but he did not stay many Days before he came 
home again; perhaps he might have some Reason to 
thiuk he had taken the Infection some Accounts I have 
heard makes that look likely. He had not been long at 
home before he begun, and finding the Illness come 
upon him he remov'd from his family and went into one 
of the little Houses near the Fulling Mill and his wife 
resign 'd herself up for Life or Death to go with him 
anjd attend him, and I have no doubt but they did all 
that their Knowledge, Art & Skill in Medicine could do, 
but to no Purpose, though it does not look unlikely to 
me, but that they might in some Measure check or delay 
the Course of the Disorder for he held it longer than it 
is reported People commonly do; being as near as I 
can learn almost six Days from the Time he was taken 
till he dy'd — however — they could not overcome it, it 
grew upon him till he had to confess it was something 
out of the Reach of Medicine, and despair 'd of Life 
except he could get to the Mineral Springs ; he was so 
far gone it was very unlikely he could live to reach the 
Springs but he was willing to try as looking upon it 
all the Chance he had for his Life. William Kitchen's 
Riding-Carriage was procur'd and his Wife went with 
him in the Carriage to drive the Horses, and Nathan 
Wright & one of the Coryels went in another Wagon 
along at a small Distance to be near on any Occasion, 
they drove through the River and I have no doubt but 
they made the best Way they could for the Condition he 
was in but he dy'd on the way next Morning after they 
set out somewhere near Bonnels Tavern, it seems they 
found some negroes to bury him, and buried him some- 
where not far from where he dy'd without a Cofl5n, be- 
tween the Feather Beds on which I suppose he lay in 
the Carriage ; and his wife & the others went on to the 
Springs to try what effect the Water might have to- 



236 The Yelloio Fever Epidemic of 1793. 

wards preserving their Lives. I have no Doubt but he 
might advise them before he dy'd so to do they stay'd 
about a Week & returned all in good Health & continue 
so, as far as I have heard and I have made it a particu- 
lar Subject of Inquiry at all Opportunities. And it is a 
thing particularly remarkable and worthy to be taken 
Notice of with great thankfulness that People in the 
Countrey do not seem very apt or liable to take the 
Infection from such as have taken it in Town & come 
& die out in the Countrey, I have inquir'd much into that 
and have not heard any very credible Account of any 
Instance of that kind, though I have heard of several 
who have been with such as dy'd with that Disorder, in 
their Sickness & at their Deaths, but have not heard 
any thing to make it Evident that the Infection has 
been taken by any Person, any where else but in the 
City, & still believe as I have all along that it was 
brought in the Vessel with the tainted Coffee, perhaps 
tainted by the Disorder being on Board among the 
Crew, and seems as if it must be owing to a great Piece 
of Mismanagement that, that vessel was ever suffer 'd 
to come ashore, it has been said it cost the Captain a 
great Number of Guineas to be allow 'd but who got the 
Guineas I dont know ; and that a Woman looking out at 
a Window in an upper Story near where the Ship came 
to, saw them bring five dead Men out of it, and smelt a 
very noisom Smell and was directly taken ill and was 
the first Person that dy'd in the City with that Disorder 
and soon after on unloading the Coffee great num- 
bers were taken & dy'd what makes the thing 

look no better, is, that a great deal of Invention was 
us 'd to satisfy the People which way the Disorder came ; 
there was once a great Alarm rais'd that the Negroes 
had put Poison in the Pumps, and it was said that 
Somebody was found that would say he had seen some 
of them in the Act; I easily saw on the first Hearing of 
that that it was too weak to stand the Test long; be- 
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cause it could hardly be thought that would create a 
Distemper that would be infectious and spread from 
one to another from one Place of Beginning, and be- 
sides if that was the Case Horses and other Creatures 
that drink 'd the Water would feel the Effects as well 

as the People others devis'd other Ways for it, 

and at last after long Speculation, concluded that it 
came from nowhere but was generated in the City in the 
Air and Constitutions of the People ; I cannot say but 
that might be the Case (however unlikely) but can 

hardly own it a satisfactory Conclusion Let 

the Means by which it came be what they may, it is an 
exceeding sore & Sorrowful Visitation. And though I 
am far from presuming to form any Judgment, yet I 
think it would do Nobody any Harm to consider how 
much it looks like a Scourge in Vindication of the Cause 
of the poor Africans so long and inhumanely kept 
under unnatural Bondage, and although Philadelphia 
does not seem a Place the most culpable, yet it has 
been as the Seat of Government & head Legislative 
Powers of the States, where the Means of their Belief 
ought to have had their Source had there been a proper 
and Eight Concern for it, and perhaps all Denomina- 
tions are culpable for not paying that Eegard to it they 
ought to have done. 

October 20"". A Eeport is now current hereabouts 
that the People in Philadelphia are all to remove out 
and encamp on the Commons towards Schuylkill, & 
lodge in Tents and the City to be cleans 'd, how far to 
give Credit to it I do not know, but it seems likely, at 
least, that some such thing may have been talk'd of. 

Since the Sickness began in Philadelphia, Dobson's 
Printing office was burnt, and I believe some other ad- 
joining Houses, and it was nigh to have caus'd a gen- 
eral Conflagration through the City; the French had 
the Credit of stopping it by Means of some Engines 
they had on Ship Board which provd some Way the 
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most convenient I receiv'd the Account from Andrew 
EUicott jun"" who with his Family is remov'd up into 
our Parts some time Past. I write as short & as close 
as I well can & cannot write all — ^we have been very- 
busy about our Indian Corn for Silas to come up with 
G. Emsley the Letters to John Kinsey 's Daughters were 
directly put into the Care of Oliver Paxson & Isaac 
Kinsey who were to take the proper Care. Jn° Simp- 
son told our Paul he expects to come up & pay you a 
visit soon, & I have heard that John Kinsey 's Daugh- 
ters are one or both of them to come with him; we put 
the Letters for H. Drinker into the Care of William 
Michener who was going to Germantown & to see two 
of his Brothers who live not far from there, and was 
to stay some Days and was willing to try to find Henry 
Drinker himself and we thought it best for G. Emsley 
to stay for his Return, we expect him up to-morrow 
some flying Report say H. Drinker is dead but I have 
learned to pay no Regard to such Reports in any Case, 
the Countrey is full of them & many Times quite con- 
tradictory to each other. 

I have a great Opinion of Tar Water and have fol- 
lowed drinking it this great while and as many of our 
Family as I can persuade to drink it, I think I find a 
very percievable Benefit by it, but its Effect depends 
upon a long continued Course of using and as I look 
upon it to be but an unhealthy air this Summer & Fall 
I think it one of the best Preservatives that can be used 
against Sickness & Disorders, the Drought is very ex- 
traordinary & likely to continue we are almost out of 
Water for our Creatures or ourselves, very poor Pros- 
pects for Winter Crops for the Ground is so dry the 
Seed dont come up ; no Trade nor Market very little to 
be turn'd into Money, and if you have but enough to 
live upon at home you are in as good a Condition as 
we are here. 

10 o'clock at Night. This Evening about Sun Set 
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very unexpectedly arrived here Henry Drinker himself 
& his Son Henry in good health, they had all the Letters 
that thee & John Kinsey sent, and said they had sent 
up some Letters by John Stroud & wrote more here and 
George Elmsly & our Silas is to start sometime this 
Night and to call at Stroud's for the Letters that Stroud 
took & that now I suppose you will have all the Ac- 
counts you stood in need of. He tells me he has sent 
you a list of the Names of such as are dead that he 
thinks you have much Knowledge of, and tells me to 
my great Satisfaction that John Pemberton, John 
Parish, William Savery & Thomas Scattergood he 
thinks are not dead, nor Jacob Lindley the Account I 
heard was only at second Hand brought from Frankfort 
from a Man that was said to be very credible and 
seem'd so direct that I believ'd it, but there is no trust- 
ing to Reports and I thought I had been cautious, but it 
is difficult to tell who can be believd with Safety. 

Young H. Drinker was wonderfully pleas 'd with thy 
Description of the Millet & went about to copy it, but 
their other Writing interrupting he took the Paper 
the sent down, and very desirous to have some of the 
Seed, he has bought two hundred Acres of Land Part of 
Pennsbury Manor adjoining the Eiver without any 
Buildings or much Timber on it for three thousand 
Pounds ; and think, it will answer for raising Millet on 
very well, I do not know whether they put some thing 
in the Letter relating to it or no. 

We are all in pretty good Health, but my Sight and 
hearing fails much, I am hard set to know People by 
Sight or heare what they say accept they speak loud. 
We had a good Crop of Oats pretty good Crops of In- 
dian Com & Buckwheat, and a large Number of good 
Hogs and yet the Times do not seem to admit of turn- 
ing much into Money this Year. I must conclude 

Paul Preston 



